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INDIA'S POTENTIAL REACTION TO AMERICAN MILITARY AID 

TO PAKISTAN 


X 1 


India's reaction to a military aid agreement between Paki- 
stan and the United States would be little more than verbal. 

is no important political, economic, or military action 

5* iikeiy to take against either country that would 
elsewhere 7 affeCt American security interests in South Asia or 

Within India itself, signature of the pact would be fol- 
lowed immediately by bitter comment from both government offi- 
cials and the press. This would be echoed by the Burmese and 
Afghan press, which are already critical on the subiect Pres- 
sure to take drastic action against Pakistan would be placed 
on Prime Minister Nehru by Hindu nationalist groups such as 
the Jan Sangh, Hindu Mahasabha, and Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. 

PakiJtaf r Jnd%^ e a H° ng ^itated for firmness in dealing with 
Pakistan and they advocate the eventual reincorporation oi tnat 

! it, ;' ndia : J V** » ould probably launcl/demoisteaUons 
similar to those which in late 1952 and early 1953 seriously 
embarrassed the Indian government's administration of the Kash- 
«nd SL nation. The Communists, with the support of the Moscow 
and Peiping radios, would certainly begin a bitter campaign 

ism^ilTIouth ^ a demonstratlons Protesting American "impe?ial- 

__ ^ These communal is t and Communist maneuvers might lead to 
ome incidents of violence affecting India's 40,000,000 Moslem 
SS la ^° n i’ though for the most part the Indian public has 
f ^splayed ? ny real interes t in Indo-Pakistani disputes 
As in the past, however, the net effect of any violence would 
5 ® create a security situation which the present Congress 

fir« y «K Ver ? ment COUld n0t tolerate and which it would take 
rirm steps to suppress before it got out of hand. 

int fl J!ii° nly concrete move the Indian government might make 
internally would be to reinforce its military establishment 

tSISSfn^H 8 ^ 2 ;' 0 : 1 rati ° that ? resent ^ exists between 
tne !ndia.n and Pakistani armies. This would of necessity be a 

Pak?Qt« Pr0 SK SS> f enerall Y paralleli ng the military buildup in 
Pakistan. There is no indication whE" tpvpr -Hjj +- Won, 1 
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Pakistan, some of which take h\ y aotloa toward 
would essentially change the existing n ° ne of which 
two nations. India might Umit f^ f situation between the 
and West Pakistan. It midi t l in. ft tr J n f port between East 
though India's imports from PakiftaST tain itemS of trad ®, 
larger than its exports. In Kashmir h ? V ® ° rdlnar ily been 
dom of action ig limlt b y ^ited Vat^ WeVer> India ’ s free- 
problem. Aside from the ques ° n ^ nterest in **e 

of canal waters f^m Weft c ™Plete 

obviously a retaliatory matter th!? L klStan Would be so 

^fa^-? 1SpUte, WOuld have to blame ifdif % IBRD ’ “ OW media ting 
tiations. By taking - an i ntm . l ndia f°r a failure of neer. 

tude on such financial issues Js^oJ ° r dlscrl ">inatory atti- 

would forfeit sums owed to il bv Lw?? e Property, New Delhi 

larger than those it owes to PakiSn * are cons i<lerably 

would ^merely ^prolong 11 ^ ^situat ion Indian behavior 

laying hope of settlement^ uf lready six years old de- 

enough hope. The Indian gofefnfff? f h ® re 18 at present little 
of mind, is sufficiently aware of Jh« d f SP i te its P r °bable frame 
tringent action on most of these quLtiSff. t0 deCide a ^ ain st 

retaliate by intensifyiff a f ?°“ ld » and Probably would 
These would either have fn alread y in effect 

security interests or would^Jfflv f Can 1 t effec t on American * 
already under way without th^ y accelerate developments 
military pact. * wltho “t the provocation of a OS-PakSni 

agreement wi th^hf ^nitfd^tatf f ^ ° f the „P re sent air 
air traffic in India, steps which 1 ?| m J'v! :ation of American 
to take. Government pressure + 5 W I s already about 

dianization of American-owned busing natlona lization and ln- 
lng the eventual withdrawal of ci* ®f es would increase, forc- 
hesitate to place ^ makin * otha« ° 

ment in India is small, however anH^ tot al American invest- 
has been negligible. Pressure nrnhlf W Investment since 1947 
on the Stanvac and Caltex oil ** robably would not be applied 
fineries in Bombay companies now building oil re- 

res^nd a ' S teJes^^Jd'^ose ‘ j u n f d WhlCh are 

respond readily to dictat^m wnose builders would not 

being Umlted, y would i ^ a i“c 0 reas?u|^ 0 c ^L?n aU ° nS ’ alrdad r 
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needed n S our 0 S e i? ? 6W end ® avors . I” d ia would lose much- 

the United swtef ?° exchange 11 it ceased trading with 
tiie united States in manganese and mica. Alternate sources 

lessor! tiraT avai J able ° r bein & developed make the problem 
s critical for the United States than in 1947 India 

large soirce^f 0 ^ ltS jU J e products without losing another 
Pakistanis' iu+l n nd° m + ** thout indir ectly benefitting 
such and the The Indlan economic situation is 

minin P robable outcry from British and Indian business- 

hardlv affoH S SUCh that the government could 

nardly afford to indulge in economic warfare. 

imnnr+o e + illte !' national political arena is a potentially more 

American relftiSns h anS J ndl * might conceivabl y affect Indo- 
american relations and American strategic interests in i 0 i 9 

On the spot and In the United Nations, iSdia cSulf adonf a^' 
place e ?n Ko^a' 00 ?? 11 " 18 ^ 3 - t i tUde tOWard suoh questions as 

peace in Korea. It could intensify its efforts +n nhtnin 

Asil S 1 t t C c h ould S 1 3dmlSS J° n , t0 the Un “ ed Nations 5 ^n Southefs?' 

°u ld Increasingly criticize American support oi the 

ZtT ^ dnd °- china - It could inspire the Burmese govern- 

NationaUst a ^oops! ;he in n ihe d Nea? t Easr JnIia UeSt i°V f Chinese 
inlunlf' V he f °™ ° f agtta “°" aealns^meriLTSing^ 

m Tunis, Morocco, Egypt, and Iran. g 

anti-American d lf^°? coasistent Pro-Communist or openly 

ever A would Lai J id ? and outside the United Nations, how- 
basic nositinL aband jning two of Prime Minister Nehru's most 
soL deS?™ L’ , Constaat favoring the Communist side would 
_p XT , , y any impression of Indian neutrality the kevstone 

of blcS:iL ?^ 1 K a S? UCy -. < It WOUld als ° end a ”y india^pe 
in world affaire; din £ nation of Asia and an important power 
a satellilf 7 su Sg estlon that New Delhi was becoming 

ente 1 ho?h W ° Uld lessen Indian influ? 

follow India°ilPad a o a J d , Wes J ern nations, which sometimes 

to Turkey Egypt, and Pakistan°for t leIdership h rathl? d than°to 

^i.7S d tsrj5K-^L; ,, 3s^ ti ' ° n — 

nosed F bv t !^^^ e ' Ne * De ! hi ls full y “«e of the hazards 
posea by Chinese possession of Tibet and r»f -e ~ . 

rity problems which would be created if Southeast AsiaLell 01 * - 

likely^o'r e treat H f S * ™ US ’ ^ Sn s llL lH 

and Jo inili^e a ° m u Present stand of non-involvement 
to initiate a rapprochement with the Communist bloc. 
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from the Uni testates ’ d point°of a ? tlon India could take, 

i f+^ igible for contlnu e dP Ame^icfn V finanr?«i ld b S t0 make itself 
either voluntarily or otherwise InS?«? a ? d techni cal aid, 

its administrative restrictions on the Ah ** 1 plque * could loosen 
materials to the Orbit and hv th f hlpment of strategic 

Battle Act force the United b Stat!^ the terms of the 

Alternatively, Indian preJs oronaLnS wlt 5 dra w all assistance, 
on the world front might so anta^? da Ju d di P loma tic action 
that aid would be withdrawn without spec^i^pr^ocaSo "' 1 '”*” 1 

unfavorable l situation? nd i„ e rican aid* 3060 * With an es se»tially 
the rate of about $90,000 000 annual v® n ° W being offer ed at 
guaranteeing Indian economicwell be^A k f Um n0t decis ive in 
magnitude nonetheie SS ^ with it s cessation ?“!L 0f conside rable 
the experience and knowledge of ^ V Indla WOuld lose 

whose value is much greater techni cal experts, 

financial outlay involved in th^ eith ? r , thelr nu “ibers or the 
much-touted Five Yelr Plan wo^d r^ alarlGS - Failure of I^a's 
addition to the probable burSei^f be ensured ’ This, in 
tures, would lead to growing dissatis?« r J aSed militai T expendi- 

f °® ® Par *y, to more extenfive unemp^vmin? "“5 ! he rulin e Con “ 
a nature far outweighing the small L ym + nt 8 and to unrest of 
any demonstration of India’s inH ^ 1 advanta S e to be gained by 
and deed. Nehru and thf LLerva^v^ V* the West in bought 
purse-strings of the CongresJpIr^ ? who hold the 

Party cannot afford a maior lethf^ f Ul * y rec °gnize that the 
the national elections of 195^57 k J® ij® presti g® prior to 
tentionally to create a situatiM *™? J ** Would the Y wlsh in- 
exploitation than the present one favorable to Communist 

spoken out forthrightly agains? ?he SmunX™ „ anCl ° therS haVe 

of Indian goods.” Nei thei M has°i t in'the'*' 111 ? large quantities 
sincere desire or ability to sunn! v ?^ PaS ? dem °nstrated the 
goods it most urgently needs it L! Ddia f With the ca Pital 
large-scale shipments^ food L?! confined most of its 
ness to make available a la?ee nulhe Supp ° sln & Orbit willing- 
recognizes the dangers of acfeptine th* te J hnic ians, New Delhi 
ternatives to American aid, Neh^u fould A seeking other al- 
the possible unwillingness of ColoIh«ni Pr ° bably also consider 
the amount of their aSSJaSce In £ an C ° Untries to increase 
drawal. it appears, therefore that w if ace ° f an American with- 
jeopardize his dream of mak?nl ’ N6hrU WOUld he sitate to 
by taking any step which 
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6i^/Vt, linal j P° sslbl y most convincing point to con- 
sider, Nehru and his government would have little reason to 
belies timt any action taken by them, moet of which wonld be 

SETS ' liZl the t nniLdT t ^' S . P ° lltlCal and economic pos?«ons, 
withnJt?fL th ? nit ® d States to denounce its new agreement 
with Pakistan and end American military aid Without hoi Hi no- 

risks?* DB ha ” d ’ Indla ’ s «• unlikely to ^fmajof 
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